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Samantekt

Pessi ritgerd fjallar um rannsékn sem gerd var i fjolmenningarlegum skélum i premur
I6ndum. Rannsakad var hvad einkenndi starf pessara skola, hvernig peir steedu ad
fjélmenningarlegri menntun og méttoku og pjonustu vid innflytjendur.

Ritgerdin er 15 eininga lokaverkefni 16gd fram til fullnadar M.Ed.- gradu i stjérnunarfraedi
menntastofnana vid Kennarahaskola islands. Tilgangurinn med henni er ad afla frekari
upplysinga um fjélmenningarlegt skdlastarf og kennslu innflytjendabarna i peirri von ad peer
gagnist islenskum skolum.

Fraedileg pekking er sott i namskeid i fjolmenningarfreedum i Kennarahaskola islands, en par
fékk ég gott yfirlit yfir rannséknarnidurstddur i fijolmenningarfreedum og kennslu
innflytjendabarna i Bandarikjunum, i Evrépu og & islandi. Rannsoknin er eigindleg og
gagnasofnun var prenns konar, lestur opinberra gagna, viotol vid starfsfolk skdla og foreldra
og vettvangsathugun i skélunum.

Rannsoknin leiddi i 1jos ad skdlarnir eiga margt sameiginlegt. Nefna mé faglega forystu
reyndra skolastjora, sem allir h6fdu svipada syn & fjolmenningu. Skdlabragurinn einkenndist
af samstodu medal starfsfolks og hlyju vidmaéti nemenda og kennara. Fjolmenningin er gerd
synileg og virding borin fyrir pjéderni, tungumalum, trd og menningu. Skolarnir hafa forystu i
samskiptum vid foreldra og nota éspart talka.

Skolarnir hafa allir radio talsvert af tvityngdu starfsfolki og peir leggja aherslu & ad mennta
starfslidid vel i fijolmenningarlegum freedum og i kennslu tvityngdra. Samvinnunam er
vinszlasta kennsluadferdin i skolunum og allir eru med mikla hdpvinnu. Ahersla er &
jakveaedan aga og starfsfolk hefur miklar vaentingar til nemenda og leggur metnad i ad byggja
upp godan bekkjaranda. I skdlunum er fastmotad og skilvirkt mottokukerfi fyrir
innflytjendaborn og 6flug stodpjonusta, par sem sérmenntad starfsfolk veitir radgjof til
annarra starfsmanna dsamt pvi ad kenna. Adeins einn skélanna, Dalry Primary, bydur upp a
kennslu i médurmali innflytjendabarna, en allir eiga skolarnir pa sameiginlegu 6sk ad geta
veitt peim kennslu i sinu médurmali.
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Abstract

This essay is about a research in multicultural schools in three countries. The research
discusses what characterizes these schools, how they perform multicultural education and
how they receive and teach immigrant children.

The report is a 15 credit final course for a M.Ed. in educational administration at the Iceland

University of Education and the purpose was to collect further data on multicultural education
and teaching of immigrant children to furthering their education in schools.

Through different courses at the Iceland University of Education I have been able to receive
various important information about the subject of multiculturalism and bilingual education,
primarily in the US, Europe and here in Iceland. | chose qualitative research and collected
data by reading papers and journals, taking interviews with staff of different primary schools
and parents of foreign children in addition to making field observations.

Viewing the research results it is apparent that these multicultural schools share various
important similarities. First and foremost leadership has to be mentioned. The Headmasters of
the schools observed and researched showed clear vision of leadership in terms of
multicultural education. The schools ethics I found to be characterized in staff’s solidarity and
warm relations with the pupils. The multicultural experience was visible by the respect for
different nationalities, languages and cultures. The schools lead in the school-home
cooperation and they call upon interpreters whenever they need.

The schools have some bilingual staff and they emphasize the value of good education in
areas of multi-culture and linguistics. Cooperative learning is a popular teaching method and
all the schools emphasize group work in classrooms. They emphasize positive discipline and
the staff has high expectations and ambitions for the pupils and aim for a positive atmosphere
in the classroom.

The schools have a confirmed and productive system for inviting immigrant children to the
school and a safe supporting service, where specially educated staff teach the immigrant
children and give advice to other staff on those children. There is only one school, Dalry
Primary, that provides education in native languages, but all the schools have in common that
they would like to provide education in the pupil’s mother language.



